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. be "self-incriminating," | R
' He told reporters that if the Rebat Government bowed down to the: .. '

RABAT — As the investigations intn the lcidnapping last Octcber in .
leris of Morocoan opposition leader, M. Mehdi Ben Barka, coentinued this week, '
high-renking emissaries of King Hassan II were visiting various countries in

eestern and western Eurcpe, the Arab world and north Afrios, expladning'Mnroooo.'laa- '

point of view in the mystery. Eight officials, armed with messages for the

leaders of the respeotive ocountries they were to visit, left here on January 284 -

Meanwhile on February 2 in Paris a gurman shot dead 'a Frenoh

deteotive officer during a police swoop for a suspeot wanted in ocnneoticn'vﬁﬁh A

the kidnap nystery,

in a bar near the Arc de Tricmphe, before escaping, Polioe had gone to the .

"Le Ny is-allegedly iiplicated in the kidnapping whioh heppened on Cctcber 29, .-
The gunman was not identified by the pclice, S : i

The investigations into the ceso have becoms prolonged and during 1./

the inquiries Rabat officisls feel the mcst serious aspeot of the case is that e
French police officials eppear to have been involveds They stoutly deny Frenoh ') "
allegations that Mcrccce's Interiqr Minister, Brigadier-Generel Mohamed
Ouficir, had anything to do with the affair, ‘ " : ' el
the business but both Morcocan end French officials here say ralations axe - i
not expeoted to worsen, . X SR to

Appeal To Journali'sts' - , -
One of King Hassen's emlssaries, Foreign Minister M, Ahmed Taibi -

hand cver General Oufkir to the French authorities. He said this rmove would- . ‘ oy

French demand - the authorities in Paris recently issued an international - . ¢

arrest warrant for the Morocoan minister = " This would be tantamount to
adnitting implication in the case,"

7~

itinerary alsn included Ethiopla, Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union,

fle called cn the Frenoh Guvernment ¢ let Morcoco have its files . xv
on the caese, "Only then", he said, "are we prepared to take up responsibilitye® ' .
The minister appealed to Journalists to refrain from personal . N
emctlons and addeds "I am not an enuviy in front of you, but I cane willing | 4y
tc inform ycu and try to clarify any dcubta in your minds." His mission ey

RN

Ho %ald c¢ne questioner' that if he (the questioner) had eny proof .y’

?that the United States Central Intelligence Agenoy (CuI.As) was involved in v

¢

the cese, then both France and Morocoo would be glad to be shown it,
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The gunman, who was on the police wanted list for othex orimes, - Lt
Idlled Pclice Superintendent, Maurice Golibert, and weunded two other officers . .

[

bar after being tipped off that underworld figure Julien Le Ny was there, e

. Relations between Mrorocco and France have boen seriously rocked by ' |

Benhina, t0ld a press conference in.Cair¢ on January 31 that Morocco would not.
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e ol lcrocoan ents
. | Syria to hond over his intericr minister and two ‘top security men to France
fcr Interrogation in e cable to the King published in Damascus on January 3Ce

that the gang which kidnapped Ben Barka had plotted te blow up his house in p
Cudro last Septembers It said that Ben Barka's wife who is living in Cairo,
told Akhbar El-Yom her husband knew sbout the plot and cabled her from Geneva

oroke editorinl silence on J anuery 29 on the Ben Barke affair and called cn

arrival in Punis of Abdel~Hadi Boutaleb, the Moroccan Justice Minister, who

hos been oharged by King Hossan to explain Morocoo's attitude in the affairs .

. So far, the Tunisian press, both official and privately. owned, has
glven front-page coverage to the Ben Barka oose but has maintained a ocareful
balance between French and Moroccan sources and refrained from comaent, ' -

' ~ M—-imal said the Ben Barka affair had ncw teken on the proporticns =

of a scandal implicating state police services and even high-ranking ‘

perscnalities in two friendly states, . ' ,

: The editorial pointed out that Fronce, through President Charles

De Gaulle, had "shewn her desire to get to the bottom of the affair, whatever

"This attitude is even moré praisewcrthy in that for the first time,.
bad cperaticn of certoin of its institutions."
‘clearly oalled for the truth in this shadowy affairys, "

> _ ,
A Questicn Of Consoience’

‘| for truth and justicein the affair, o e

1 _ The editorial went on "Tunisia 8dds her. voice to those cf all men

.| ©f gocdwill vho want full 1light to be thrown with diligence. and seyerity on
the affoir." : '

"without any moke~believe." _ : :
Belrut's Al-Amal seid: "The Ben Barka case is above all a questicn
of conscience end should be regarded only a8 suchs Morocoo and Irence are .

. Al-Diar charged in en editoriol that "Zicnism" had tried to benefit

. |from the Ben Barka oase to troubie relations betwéen France and Arab countries, -
. .|Fhe editoriel said France was. "the springbosrd of Zionist astien,®

' - _In Prague on Jenuary 29 the newspaper Mlata Fronta seid that "the
[purder. of Ben Barke was not in keeping with the polisy applied by General De
[Gaulle lately with respect to the so-called third world and its more progressive

-|trends." . : o L T L

' .-~ The Tunisian weekly Jeune Afrique published in Paris said on .
Januery 30 the French: authorities had, atill.to boock up their allegations that
[General Qufkir was responsible for the abduotion cf Ben Boexrkos . ;.. :

. The weokly suggested that French delay in providing proof of General

to covar "a politicnl.cperaticn,which. does

not .concern :France end Moroo0o... . .\ -

The Cairo weekly publicaticn Akhbar El-Yom reported cn January 29 A

the consequences to the functioning of her pelioce services, ‘ -

France wanti to dissocciate the state's prestige from the misdeeds oaused by the;yr
_The editcrisl went on: "His majesty the King of Morodco has slso

entitled tc disouss their rights in this respect." o

|

Cuflir's role in the offeir might stem frop’ further compliontions .and serve. ;. : |

I X

to reside elsevhere, , ,.@.f'., ,
Both official organs of Tunisia's ruling Scoialist Destour Paxty - ., .

both sides to throw £ill Light on the case, The Arab longuage Al-imal end the ... .
Frenok language L'fotion published editorials on J anuary 29 on the eve of the .. . .~

| L'Action praised both Genere.’LDe Geialle's and Kin ig..._H_.‘ass‘m' B 'Oila:l;l‘s:‘: e

\ -~ The newspaper added that the truth should evéntﬁally be nado pu'blio B
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